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Hello and welcome to our May newsletter. 

I am delighted to bring you the latest update from 

the Quantock Teaching Alliance (QTA). 

 

NEW Website and Social Media 
This week we officially launched our website:     

www.quantockta.co.uk. We also have a Facebook 

page and a Twitter account @QuantockTA  

 

 

Upcoming CPD 
Working closely with our local schools, there are a 

number of opportunities for shared training ensuring 

best use of skills and expertise, including the 

organization of an SEMH Presentation by Richard 

Berry from Sky taking place at Haygrove School on 

Monday 4th June.  

Richard will be presenting on 

“Understanding the rise in SEMH, 

exploring local, national and 

societal trends.” 

We are being joined by a number 

of schools from the Quantock 

Group and other primary colleagues further afield. 

Leading a Mentally Healthy School 

The Teaching School are now able to offer training 

to Senior Leaders to support them 

in becoming a mentally healthy 

school including: 
 The importance of ethos and 

culture 

 Strategic planning 

 A whole-school approach to 

mental health 

 Policies and leadership 

This is on a supply and demand basis 

so to book contact the QTA 

KS2 Phonics  

18th September 

In discussions with the 

Quantock Heads Group it was 

identified that there would be 

interest in a Phonics course 

provided by a local specialist. 

The QTA has organised this 

course and will be hosting at 

Haygrove School, which in turn 

has enabled a full-days training 

to be offered at a greatly reduced cost to primary 

schools. We look to welcome 30+ Teachers and TAs 

from across the Quantock schools. 

FREE Physics CPD at Kings College 

 

Kings College are working with Physics Partners to 

provide free CPD to mainstream secondary non-

physics specialist science teachers and technicians 

to upskill them in the area of physics. If this is 

something that you may be interested in, please 

contact the QTA for more details. 

Specialist Leaders of Education Appointed 

 
As part of our school-to-school support provision, 

Quantock Teaching Alliance in partnership with 

Somerset Partnership Teaching School and Taunton 

Teaching Alliance successfully recruited 4 Specialist 

Leaders of Education last week, each bringing with 

them a wealth of experience, enthusiasm and 

expertise. 
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Among these recruits are specialists in SEMH and 

SEN; Primary Maths; Primary Science and Secondary 

English. All hold Leadership roles within their current 

schools and were able to demonstrate excellent 

leadership skills, subject knowledge and a passion for 

school improvement. 

Once the new recruits have completed a training 

course (anticipated early July) they will then be 

available for deployment. All details will be available 

on the Teaching Schools websites and schools 

seeking support will be able to broker directly via 

QTA 

 

We will be looking to recruit more SLEs early in the 

next Academic Year in a range of specialist areas, 

all details will be available on our website and social 

media pages. Please contact the QTA if you are 

interested in finding out more. 

 

Tomorrow’s Teachers Programme 

 
We are excited at the opportunity of bringing this 

programme to Bridgwater and working in 

partnership with some of our secondary school 

neighbours. 

 

The Tomorrow’s Teachers programme aims to work 

with young people from year 10 through to year 11 

who are keen to pursue a career in teaching. The 

programme works with a range of schools 

(secondary, primary and special) and Colleges and 

aims to give an insight into the many different 

aspects of the teaching profession. Sessions take 

place once a half term and includes 12 workshops 

over the course of year 10-11. 

 

Following a planning meeting on 23rd May, further 

details will be sent to potential participating schools 

and information on recruitment of students onto the 

programme will be cascaded via school assembly to 

year 9 ready for a September 2018 start. 

 

NEW Research guidance:  

Metacognition & Self-regulated 

Learning 
New guidance produced by the 

Education Endowment Foundation 

(EEF) has been produced and is 

available here 

 

The guidance report is relevant to the teaching of all 

students, within any subject area. Most of the 

examples included are from KS1 – 4 where the 

research is the strongest. It introduces a simplified 

framework for self-regulated learning and 

metacognition. 

A summary of recommendations can be found here 

  
 

Cognitive Load Theory 
What is it and why is it important for teachers to 

know about it?  

Dylan Wiliam tweeted on 26 January 2017 that he 

had ‘come to the conclusion Sweller’s Cognitive 

Load Theory is the single most important thing for 

teachers to know.’ 

Cognitive load is a theoretical notion with an 

increasingly central role in the educational 

research literature. The basic idea of cognitive load 

theory is that cognitive capacity in working memory 

is limited, so that if a learning task requires too much 

capacity, learning will be hampered. The 

recommended remedy is to design instructional 

systems that optimize the use of working memory 

capacity and avoid cognitive overload. Cognitive 

load theory has advanced educational research 

considerably and has been used to explain a large 

set of experimental findings. (deJong, 2009) for full 

article click here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for reading! Dom 

 

Contact Details: 

Dominique Beach, Director of Teaching School, Quantock Teaching Alliance, 

Haygrove School, Durleigh Rd, Bridgwater TA6 7HW 

01278 455531 DBeach@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

www.quantockta.co.uk @QuantockTA 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Campaigns/Metacognition/EEF_Metacognition_and_self-regulated_learning.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Campaigns/Metacognition/Summary_of_recommendations_poster.pdf
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11251-009-9110-0
mailto:DBeach@educ.somerset.gov.uk
http://www.quantockta.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 


