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Hello and welcome to our March newsletter. 

I am delighted to bring you the latest update from 

the Quantock Teaching Alliance (QTA). 

 

So far this term there have been a number of 

opportunities created by the QTA which I am 

delighted to tell you about: 

 

Firstly, I wanted to share with you the structure of the 

Teaching School: 

 

 
QTA Leadership Group (QTALG) 

This group’s prime responsibility is for the strategic 

development of the Teaching School. 

School Improvement Group (SIG) 

This group’s prime responsibility is to identify schools 

within the QTA that need additional support and 

grow capacity through the QTA and beyond to 

support them in their efforts to raise standards either 

maintaining Ofsted Grades or improving them. 

Teaching and Learning Group (TLG) 

This group’s prime responsibility is to focus on 

creating and designing opportunities to improve 

teaching and learning. It will be made up of the 

subject network leads secondary and primary 

colleagues. 

Stronger Communities Group (SCG) This group’s 

prime responsibility is to develop stronger links & 

work with the wider community to raise the profile 

of the work of the QTA, create targeted 

opportunities and essentially support the 

communities where our children and young people 

live.  

These groups will help shape the direction of the 

Teaching School in the achievement of its KPIs and 

impact across the local school community. 

CPD 

 

Phonics into KS2 Training 

At the start of the year we organized and hosted 31 

primary teachers from across the County who 

attended a Phonics into Key Stage 2 course, run by 

Anne Harvey, a nationally renowned expert and 

trainer.  
 

 

 

AQA P.E GCSE exam Feedback Course 

We were delighted to run this course on behalf of 

Haygrove’s PE department and welcomed 

colleagues from across the region from 8 different 

schools. Some comments include: 

 

“The bespoke/smaller nature of the course meant 

that the dialogue ran both ways making it a fantastic 

CPD opportunity” 

 

“I feel far more confident delivering the new spec” 

 

 



 
CPD Continued: 

 

Health & Wellbeing 

Working with the Public Health team at Somerset 

County Council we have, or are due to host 

awareness training: 

 Self-Harm Awareness (14th Nov, 23rd 

Jan, 24th April) 

 Bereavement & Loss (12th March) 

 Eating Disorders (18th June) 

 

The Skills Network 

 
 

In partnership with the Skills Network, the QTA 

identified some free government funded courses, 

and we have 7 colleagues undertaking the 

following courses: 

 CACHE Level 2 certificate in Children’s 

Mental Health 

 CACHE Level 2 certificate in Understanding 

Autism 

 CACHE Level 2 certificate in Principles of 

working with individuals with Learning 

Disabiliites 

 NCFE Level 2 certificate in information, 

advice and guidance 

These courses are completed on a distance 

learning basis and staff are working hard in their 

own time to complete these. 

 

Leading Learning – Guest speaker 

 
 

On 13th March I was delighted to be invited as a 

guest presenter onto the West Somerset Research 

School at The Blue Schools’ Leading Learning 

Course to cover the section on the CPD Standard. 

This formed part of Day 1 of a 3 Day course working 

in partnership with the Education Endowment 

Foundation to share the latest research to support 

professional learning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NPQH, NPQSL, NPQML 

  

Interested in talking a step towards the next stage 

in your career? The QTA are working in partnership 

to provide these National Professional leadership 

courses. Open for applications from TODAY and 

closing 24th April – if you would like more information 

please contact us ASAP! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Initial Teacher Training – update 

Working in partnership with the University of Exeter, 

we are the lead provider for School Direct and are 

recruiting in a number of subject areas as well as 

Primary. To date we have held interviews for both 

Primary and Secondary and have made 

conditional offers for: 

 Physical Education (x 3) 

 French (x 1) 

 History (x 1) 

 Biology (x 1) 

 Primary (x 1) 

These students will be our first cohort of our very own 

School Direct route, working with the University of 

Exeter, and will enable us to offer a bespoke 

programme alongside their PGCE working with our 

neighbouring Primary and Secondary schools. 

 

If you are interested in helping to shape this 

programme, please come and see me as soon as 

possible. 

 

School-to-School Support 

We now have 3 designated Specialist Leaders of 

Education (SLE) as part of our school improvement 

team alongside Karen Canham, our National 

Leader of Education (NLE). These are crucial roles in 

supporting a school-led improvement system and 

are having great impact in other settings. If you 

would like more information on this role please do 

let me know as we will be looking to open another 

recruitment round in the near future. 

 

Thank you for reading! Dom 

Contact Details: 

Dominique Beach, Director of Teaching School, Quantock Teaching Alliance, 

Haygrove School, Durleigh Rd, Bridgwater TA6 7HW 

01278 455531 DBeach@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
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